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Queensland State Taxes:  
A new area of practice? 



Queensland economy 
▲  Overview 
▲  Trends 

Queensland State Taxes 
▲  Types 
▲  Tax take: 2014/2015 
▲  Tax take: 2015 and beyond 

Queensland State Taxes – future impact 
▲  Duties 
▲  Payroll Tax 
▲  Land Tax 
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Queensland Economy – 
Broad Aggregates  



Queensland Economy – 
Growing Debt to GSP ratio 



Budget Strategy and Outlook 2014-15 57 



▲ Queensland practitioner’s area of practice 

▲  Percentage of practice income from each 

▲  Scope to increase practice income: generally 

▲  Scope to increase practice income:  Queensland State Taxes 
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Office of State Revenue: Compliance 
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So… 
▲ Why not recognise this area of practice? 
▲ Why not skill up in those taxes? 
▲ Why not be pro-active with your clients? 
▲ Why not recognise the common problems? 
▲ Why not expand your client base? 
▲ Why not protect yourself from claims? 
▲ Why not increase your practice income? 
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Some common problem areas in these taxes: 

▲  Duties Act 

▲  Payroll Tax Act 

▲  Land Tax Act 
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Some common problem areas in these taxes 

▲  Duties Act 
!  Aggregation of dutiable transactions 
!  Transfer of business assets 
!  Home concessions 
!  Corporate  reconstruction concessions 
!  Trusts 
!  Partnerships 
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Some common problem areas in these taxes 

▲  Payroll Tax Act 
!  Registration threshold   
!  Wages 
!  Independent contractors 
!  Groups 
!  Degrouping  
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Some common problem areas in these taxes 

▲  Land Tax Act 
!  Exemptions: home - individuals 
!  Exemptions: home - trusts 
!  Tax is in advance 
!  Audit letter 
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State Taxes: Future Direction? 

▲  Henry Report 
!  Recommendations 51 – 54  
!  Recommendations 57 
!  Recommendations 25 

▲  Current examination of Australia’s taxes 
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So… 
▲ skill up! 

!  get help from OSR 
!  get help from QLS 
!  get help from ELRI 

▲ be proactive : at interviews, newsletters 
▲ protect yourself from claims 
▲  increase your goodwill 
▲  increase your income 
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The Economics & Law Research Institute (ELRI) is an 
independent research and advisory institute, focusing 

on the dynamic between the performance of an 
economy, its relevant laws, legal structures and systems 

and tax regimes. 
ELRI is operated by economists and legal practitioners. 



   Directors 

  Professor John Mangan, Professor of Economics, UQ 
  Dr. Jeff Mann, Solicitor 
  James Stokes, Solicitor 
   
   Research Assistants 

                      Dr. Farhana Chowdhury, Economist 
  Tom Cuddihy, Law Clerk 

Who’s ELRI? 



▲ Regulatory change affecting infrastructure: 
!  Legal structures; 
!  Taxes. 

▲ Ageing population: 
!  Intergenerational transfer of wealth (ITOW); 
  - EPAs; 
  - Uniform succession laws; 
!  Aged care cost options;  
!  Retirement infrastructure; 
!  Taxes  

What’s some of its current projects? 



 Queensland State Taxes 



www.elri.com.au 
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